I /DA
Remembering the Great
March of Return, Three Years On

The “Great March of Return” (GMR) civilian protests began in the Gaza Strip on March 30, 2018. During weekly
demonstrations from then until the end of 2019, thousands of Palestinians, including women and children,
gathered near the Israeli-installed Gaza perimeter fence to call for an end to Israel’s blockade and the return of
refugees to their original towns and villages after more than 70 years of displacement.

The Association of International Development Agencies (AIDA), representing over 80 INGO members,
honors the memory of those lost and injured in the GMR, and in doing so calls attention to the deteriorating
conditions within Gaza due to the continued Israeli blockade. AIDA reinforces that international law
prohibits the use of lethal force against civilian protestors. In addition, international human rights law

guarantees the right to peaceful assembly and expression. The blockade, repeated Israeli military offenses, and
attacks on healthcare facilities and personnel are carried out with impunity, without consequences, and

without accountability.

Israeli forces have killed hundreds and injured thousands of Palestinian civilians including women, children, and
health workers since March 30th, 2018. The restrictions on access to healthcare for injured demonstrators have
intensified since then, leaving many to suffer the effects until today. Access to quality healthcare has also been
compromised by the severe fragility of the Gaza health system resulting in part from 14 years of blockade. People
left with permanent disabilities, amongst them children, suffer the consequences as seen in routine access to basic
services and facilities such as schools, offices, and homes. All of this is of course compounded by the fact that the
people in Gaza are dealing with COVID 19 pandemic, putting more strain on the fragile services and limited
access to goods.

Under international humanitarian law and human rights law, Israel, as the occupying power, has responsibilities
commensurate to the control it exerts over Gaza to ensure the health of Palestinians in Gaza. As a result, it must
refrain from, directly or indirectly, debilitating the local health system and should instead actively support the
delivery of quality health care in Gaza. Israel has the specific obligation to consent to and facilitate the passage of
essential humanitarian supplies, including medicines and medical equipment. This of course includes COVID19
vaccines, and other essentials to combat the virus. As part of its international obligations, Isracl must grant exit
permits to patients from Gaza who have been referred for specialized treatment in the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, and in Israel.

Three years on, and accountability and justice for the victims of Israel’s use of force against protesters continue to

be denied, and the blockade and long-standing denial of basic human rights remain unresolved.
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GMR impacts on the Gaza strip (source: UN, WHO)
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